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THE PERSON AT THE CENTER
Prevention, Awareness, and Youth Engagement

In today's hyper-connected world, young people often find themselves immersed in technology yet lacking

meaningful relationships. Recognizing this, the "Casa Rosetta" Association focuses on addressing risk factors

and implementing prevention strategies.

The Casa Rosetta’s  project team:

Cutaia Adele Emanuela, De Cristoforo Enrico Maria, Arcarese Bernadette, Amico Antonino, D’Agostini Giacomo, Garofalo Giovanna 

Associazione Casa Rosetta onlus, NC ISSUP-Italy 



 Association Casa Rosetta is an Italian non-profit

organization located in Caltanissetta, in the heart of

Sicily, which has been in the forefront of drug

prevention, treatment, care, and rehabilitation for over

40 years.

 The Association headquarters are in Caltanissetta,

but various working sites are located throughout

Sicily, in Rome, Tanga-Tanzania, Porto Velho and

in Ouro Preto do Oeste-Brazil.

 It is an organization in Special Consultative Status

with the Economic and Social Council , since

2009.



• Therapeutic 

Communities for 

residential treatment of 

Substance Use Disorders 

(Italy and Brazil);

• Outreach Services, CBT 

and Brief Intervention 

for SUD;

• Awareness–raising and 

IEC Campaigns

The following are Casa Rosetta’s main areas of committment

Prevention and Treatment for SUD



• Training and 

Continuing Medical 

Education for the 

lifelong learning of 

professionals;

• University teaching 

programmes. 

Education and Research



Health units for the rehabilitation 

of people with physical, psychic or 

sensorial disabilities or with 

social disorders (Italy, Brazil and 

Tanzania).

Family Centres, Genetic 

Counseling and Laboratory Services

Health Centres for People with Disability



• Children and adolescents 

at social risk;

• Orphan children with 

HIV/AIDS (Tanzania);

• People living with 

HIV/AIDS;

• People with psychiatric 

disorders.

Residential Homes for Particularly Vulnerable Populations







The Epidemiological Drug Addiction Surveillance (SET)

plan in Sicily employs the ESPAD methodology from CNR-

Pisa.

The Sicilian region's Prevention Plan 2020-2025 has

launched the Prevention Program for Addictions

Macro Objective 2 - MO2: Dependencies and related

problems;

and the

Predefined Programs - PP04 with territorial interventions,

aligned with our project’s scope.

Piano Regionale per la Prevenzione 2020-2025, Assessorato alla Salute, Regione Siciliana.



The Project “The Person at the Centre” is

structured in several activities:

1. Network Construction

Establishing a network of stakeholders to ensure the 

continuity of the actions to be implemented.

The network was presented on May 16th , 2024, during 

an institutional meeting open to the entire community.



Welcome speech for the conference «La 

Persona al centro» 

Dr Giorgio De Cristoforo, 

President of  Casa Rosetta Association, 

hosting the NC ISSUP-Italy

Welcome speech for the conference

«La Persona al centro»

Dr Brian Morales

Chief of the Countenarcotics Branch for the U.S. 

Department of State, working within the Bureau of 

International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, 

Office of Global Programs and Policy (INL/GPP).



Local Press for the network construction



The primary objective of this

centre is to interpret the needs

and identify existential anxiety,

particularly among adolescents.

Rapid changes often cause

young people to suffer from

isolation, overexposure, and

social pressure.

2. Establishing a 'Listening Support Centre' 

for adolescents and families.

«Learn to love yourselves»



18 th_May 2024, Rachele Donini conducted the meeting on «Evidence-based prevention of substance use among

adolescents».  



In the Sicilian Region, Casa Rosetta, which

hosts NC ISSUP-Italy, promotes the 

program at a regional level. 

The first two editions of the course took

place at Casa Rosetta’s training facility in 

Caltanissetta between March and May of 

this year, certifying the first 60 Unplugged 

Local Trainers and Promoters. 

3. Developing cascade training courses to disseminate the 

UNPLUGGED program



The two editions of Unplugged Training of Trainers 

courses, at Casa Rosetta, 

20th-22nd March and 14th-16th May 2024. 



Some activities from 

the Unplugged course. 

20th-22nd March 

2024, with the 

Unplugged Master 

Trainers Alessia 

Bobbio and Silena 

Salmaso.



Some activities of the 

Unplugged course

14th-16th May 2024  



4. Developing of an EUPC course

At the same time, the project

"La Persona al Centro" 

involves the developing of an 

EUPC course

addressed to managers of educational and health

agencies, political decision-makers, law 

enforcement agencies, etc., with the aim of 

raising awareness in the community at various

levels about the importance of universal

prevention of substance use. 

This course will take place in 2025.



Visit at the Casa Rosetta 

Headquarters in Caltanissetta

From the left: Maria Antonelli, Anita Donisi, Rachele Donini, Peter Cipolla, Brian Morales, 

Giorgio De Cristoforo, Giovanna Garofalo, Emanuela Cutaia. 



Casa Rosetta translated and produced the Italian version of ten different

sheets and videos. https://www.unodc.org/unodc/it/listen-first/

5. Contribute to the 

LISTEN FIRST 

UNODC global 

initiative.

The materials were

reproduced in posters, which

will be displayed in the 

entrances of the city's nursery 

and primary schools. 



The objective is to 

reach young parents

and children, 

stimulating them

towards a greater

awareness of the 

importance of active

listening in the 

child-parent

relationship in order

to promote healthy

growth and balanced

psycho-physical

development for the 

future adolescents

and adults of 

tomorrow.



Reflections

 We acknowledge that relationships are a fundamental human 

need;. 

 This fear can be overcome by nurturing relationships, dialogue, 

and solidarity, crucial for the youth's future.

 Positive relationships and reciprocity sustain individuals. 

 Our educational challenges prompt us to find solutions, fostering

community experience and educational action against

indifference and wastefulness.



Reflections

 We have a responsibility.  Our interactions with them must be 

generative, starting from impactful relationships pivotal for personal 

growth.

 At this juncture, adults must reflect: 

- What kind of society do we envision? 

- What responsibilities do we embrace? 

- Are we genuinely committed to fostering meaningful relationships?



Reminder

 Young people are eager to learn, discuss, and engage. 

 Recognizing their potential, we must actively engage with and 

support them, identifying their aspirations and needs, fostering a 

healthy and enthusiastic life, both personally and collectively.



THANK to the Casa Rosetta’s Project Team  
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THANK YOU 

ASSOCIAZIONE CASA ROSETTA ONLUS

ADELE EMANUELA CUTAIA, e-mail cutaia@casarosetta.it

GIOVANNA GAROFALO, e-mail garofalo@casarosetta.it
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